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Rescue Ancestors, 

Said Elder Porter 

At Cook-O-Rama 

INSIDE 
  

THIS   

ISSUE  

March, 2011 

By Yvonne Peterson 

 Rescuing our ancestors requires 

faith and prayer, said Elder Bruce D. 

Porter of the First Quorum of the 

Seventy at the Annual Phineas Wol-

cott Cook ñCook-O-Ramaò on Octo-

ber 2, 2010. 

 Elder Porter, the featured 

speaker at the fireside which ended 

the dayôs activities, spoke about a 

bond which spans generations and by 

which all generations may be 

saved.  He quoted Malachi 4:6 and 

said the bond flows both 

ways.  Sometimes we think of the 

link backwards but ña true genea-

logical bond is meant to flow both 

ways.ò 

 He explained that we owe a great 

debt to those who have gone before 

us and we can repay them through 

genealogy and keeping their faith 

alive.  He said people in contempo-

rary society are more worried about 

themselves than future generations, 

unlike our ancestors who did care for 

future generations. 

 He spoke of a poem written by a 

Canadian John McRay in honor of 

fallen WWI soldiers,  ñIn Flanders 

Fields.ò  In response, a woman in 

Canada, wrote ñWe shall keep the 

faith. We caught the torch you 

threw.ò  During that war, thou-

sands of American soldiers died 

in France, many speaking the 

word ñMotherò before they 

died.  After the war, many moth-

ers came and scattered flowers 

(Continued on page 2) 

PRESIDENTôS   MESSAGE 
 .  

By Guy Cook 

 Dear Family 

Members: 

 Another six 

months have 

passed, and we 

are issuing the 

semiannual Phi-

neas Wolcott 

Cook Newslet-

ter.  We hope you will enjoy the con-

tents of this newsletter.  A fair num-

ber of officers, directors, and family 

representatives contribute articles for 

the newsletter, requiring time for 

researching information and prepar-

ing an interesting article. 

 The website is being improved and 

new information added.  Officers, 

directors, and specialists had the op-

portunity to be lead through the vari-

ous parts of the improved website as 

part of our February 2011 monthly 

conference call meeting.  Lots of 

good things are being added, and 

family members will also have ac-

cess to the new website. 

 If you have not sent it already, 

please send us your E-Mail address.  

Our target is to send 90% of the 

newsletters by E-Mail in the near 
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over the unmarked graves of their 

sons.  

  It is significant that we rever-

ence those who sacrificed for 

us.  He talked about the welding 

link between the fathers and the 

children.  ñThe bounds of the 

mercy of our Father in Heaven is 

beyond our imagination.ò He said 

Jesus Christ was sent to bless 

all.  We have a tendency to judge 

and think people get one chance, 

ñbut God doesnôt work that 

way.ò  As in school, when children 

do their best but make mistakes, 

the teacher shows the right way 

and then gives the student a new 

sheet of paper. Elder Porter likened 

this to the atonement.  ñChrist 

gives each of us a new sheet of pa-

per every time we need one.ò 

 He also explained this doesnôt 

stop with the end of our earth ex-

perience.  After being crucified, 

Christ went to the righteous in the 

Spirit World and organized mes-

sengers to those who had never 

learned the truth or who had re-

jected it on earth. 

 Temples are a manifestation of 

the great Mercy of God. He quoted 

Elder Dennis Neuenschwander 

who said, ñThe Plan of Salvation 

and the atonement of Jesus Christ 

are the backbone of genealogical 

research.ò  Elder Porter then said 

ñThere is no greater vision than 

Godôs plan to take away the sins of 

every person who ever lived on the 

earth.ò  Still quoting Elder Neuen-

schwander, Elder Porter said, 

ñFamily History is the saving of 

our ancestors from spiritual obscu-

rity.ò 

 He said those for whom we do 

temple work are real people.  Fol-

(Continued from page 1) lowing counsel from President 

Hinckley, when Elder Porter 

performed baptisms for the 

dead with his son, he slowed 

down and gave each name 

ñthe same dignity we give the 

living when they are bap-

tizedé These are real people 

and they deserve a dignified 

baptism.ò 

He talked about a man in 

South Africa he had met who 

worried he had never been a 

leader in the church, but who 

had decided to spend as much 

time doing family history as he 

would have spent had he been called 

to leadership positions.  By the time 

he was 65 he worked full time in the 

temple and had found 20,000 people 

ñwaiting to thank him in the next 

lifeò 

Elder Porter finished his talk by re-

lating an experience he had heard 

from  his two mission presidents 

who had served with each other as 

missionary companions in East Ger-

many.  One of the missionaries, 

Elder Kindt boarded a train to visit a 

branch as District president and 

could only get a first class 

ticket.  There was one other passen-

ger in his compartment, with whom 

he conversed during the trip.  At the 

end, the other man gave him a card 

with the instructions, ñIf you ever 

need help, let me know.ò  The card 

indicated this man was the head of 

the Secret Police. 

 Some time later, when harass-

ment of the church increased, his 

companion, Elder Poecker was ar-

rested and imprisoned.  After finding 

he was being held in a basement 

room in town, the branch members 

organized themselves to whistle 

ñCome Come ye Saintsò outside the 

Elder Porter at Cook-O-Rama 

basement window to let him know 

they were thinking of him.  

 They soon realized the secret 

Police had scheduled Elder 

Poecker for deportation to Russia, 

ñwhich meant he would probably 

never be seen again.ò  It was then 

Elder Kindt remembered the busi-

ness card and decided to go talk to 

the man at the address on the card. 

Arriving there, he realized how 

impossible the situation was, but 

prayed fervently.  He then walked 

towards all the guards, waving the 

card and making his way to the 

office of the man.  Reminding him 

of their train conversation, he was 

able to get his companion released 

on the condition they both leave 

East Germany immediately and 

never come back. 

 Likening Brother Kindtôs res-

cue of his companion to our rescue 

of ancestors, Elder Porter said, 

ñThe rescue required prayer and 

faith, just as our rescue of ancestors 

requires prayer and faith. But we 

too go forth in the power of God as 

we help them partake in the work 

of salvation.ò  

 

Carol Jean Reitz  Rueben Anderson Estelle  

Paul Porter 
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